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TOP LITIGATORS

NEAL MARDER

Partner
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

A

kin Gump
partner Neal
Marder is one
of the leading class
action litigators
in the country,
obtaining favorable
verdicts, decisions
and settlements for
clients across industries and international
borders. A recognized trailblazer in the
area of litigation – known for employing
innovative strategies and compelling case
presentation and experience gained from
more than 30 years of practice – Marder has
amassed an enviable track record of success
in consumer and securities class actions. He
has also had tremendous success trying betthe-company cases and achieving winning
results for both plaintiffs and defendants.
A recent example of his successful
engagements, after a series of courtroom and
deposition victories, a team led by Marder
obtained a highly favorable settlement of
a securities class action filed by Avenue
Capital alleging misstated financials by
Korean company MagnaChip, which
ended an eight-year saga involving, at
one point, over $350 million in potential
damages exposure for client and controlling
shareholder Avenue Capital.
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STEVE MARENBERG

Partner, Head of Media & Entertainment
Irell & Manella LLP

A

s head of Irell
& Manella’s
Media &
Entertainment
Litigation practice,
Steven Marenberg
has spent his
career litigating
some of the
industry’s most impactful matters on behalf
of its biggest players. He handles a wide
range of commercial litigation matters
with an emphasis on entertainmentrelated litigation, intellectual property
litigation, and antitrust and business tort
disputes. Widely recognized as one of
entertainment’s top litigators, his clients
have included some of the nation’s leading
motion picture studios, television networks,
independent production companies, music
companies, interactive game companies
and entertainers, as well as prominent hightechnology firms.
During the last year, Marenberg
represented clients including the
Walt Disney Company, Warner Bros.
Entertainment, NBCUniversal Media,
Legendary Entertainment, United Talent
Agency, William Morris Endeavor,
Activision Blizzard, Fremantlemedia and
HBO, in significant matters in federal and
state courts and arbitration. In addition to
his high-profile cases, a large portion of his
practice includes representing clients in
contentious disputes behind the scenes or in
non-public forums.

RICHARD MARMARO

Partner
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

F

or more than 40
years, Richard
Marmaro has
earned the highest
praise from clients,
judges and peers
for his substantial
expertise in
trying headlinegrabbing cases on behalf of individuals
and corporations, both nationally and
internationally, in their most complex
matters. He is the head of Skadden’s
West Coast SEC enforcement and whitecollar defense practice and a fellow of the
American College of Trial Lawyers and
International Academy of Trial Lawyers.
Marmaro has tried numerous cases
in federal and state courts around the
country. He has defended individuals and
corporations in all phases of complex
civil, criminal and regulatory matters
involving allegations of, among other
things, insider trading, accounting and
disclosure irregularities, violations of the
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, stock options
backdating, tax fraud, federal and state
health care law violations and corporate
opportunity issues. Marmaro has represented
Big Four accounting firms and their
executives in civil, regulatory and criminal
litigation, and has conducted internal
investigations for accounting firms in SEC
and Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board (PCAOB) matters.

MARY T. McKELVEY
Principal
Polsinelli LLP

M

ary
McKelvey is
a principal
of Polsinelli, an
AmLaw 100 law
firm with over
850 attorneys in
21 offices. She is
a highly respected
trial attorney who is influential in every
aspect of her career, including litigating
difficult cases for national and global clients,
engaging in high profile litigation for pro
bono clients and in successfully assuming
leadership positions at the state and local
bar levels. As a trial attorney, McKelvey is
one of very few women litigation attorneys
in the country who have risen to the top
of their field in complex, high-risk mass
tort and products liability actions. Her
clients are highly visible national and global
manufacturing companies that are at risk
for claims involving millions of dollars in
claimed damages.
In addition to trying cases, McKelvey
has extensive experience in all stages of
litigation including trial preparation, taking
and defending percipient and expert witness
depositions, developing innovative case
handling strategy during discovery, and
drafting complex pleadings and arguing
dispositive motions in both state and federal
court.
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